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Two Gateway Center
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ENERGY

IN THE MATTER OF THE RATE ) ORDER APPROVI NG MOT1 ON
UNBUNDLI NG FI LI NGS BY GAS )

PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES PURSUANT ) DOCKET NOS. GX99030121,

TO SECTI ON 10, SUBSECTI ON ) GE399030122, GOV9030123,

A, OF THE ELECTRI C DI SCOUNT) GE309030124 AND (099030125
AND ENERGY COWPETI TI ON ACT )

OF 1999("ACT") )

(Service List Attached)
BY THE BQARD:

By Order Establishing Procedures dated March 17, 1999, in
Docket No. GX99030121("March 17th Order"), the Board
established a procedural schedule and filing requirenents for
a gas rate unbundling proceeding, pursuant to Section 10 (a)
of the "Electric Discount and Energy Conpetition Act" ("the
Act"), P.L. 1999, c.23. Said order noted that the Board w ||
establish a specific hearing schedule for both generic policy
and net hodol ogi cal issues, as well as conpany specific issues.

On August 6, 1999, the Division of the Ratepayer Advocate
(DRA) filed a notion to the extend the date of the DRA's
surrebuttal testinmony until Septenber 14, 1999.

The DRA indicates that analyzing the rebuttal testinonies
for the gas distribution conpanies (GDCs) and preparing
surrebuttal testinonies for the four GDCs will require nore
than the four business days designated under the current
schedule. The DRA argues that the current schedule for
surrebuttal is particularly unfair in light of the GDCs' five
week tinme franme to prepare their rebuttal testinonies. The
DRA al so argues that the inadequacy of the GDCs' initial
filings del ayed the discovery process. the RDA al so indicated
that the GDCs have not provided the information required by



the Board in its Order of Carification dated June 24, 1999.

PSE&G Response

In response to the DRA's notion, Public Service Electric
and Gas (PSE&G indicated that it has responded to the DRA' s
witten requests within the Board specified period. PSE&G
noted that while it has filed unbundling testinony on My 1,
1999 in accordance with the Board's March 17, 1999 Order
Est abl i shing Procedures, the DRA failed to file its testinony
on its July 22, 1999 deadline, but belatedly served it on the
Conpany on July 26, 1999. However, PSE&G stated that it would
not oppose the DRA's request if the date of the start of the
hearings is extended from Septenber 9, 1999 to Septenber 16
and the end date for the hearings from Septenber 22, 1999 to
Sept enber 29, 1999.

El i zabet ht own Response

El i zabet ht own Gas Conpany (Elizabethtown) indicated that
it does not object to the DRA' s request provided that the
heari ngs do not conmence before Septenber 16, 1999.

El i zabet ht own requested that it should be provided at |east
one day to review the surrebuttal testinmony prior to the
commencenent of hearings.

Nevert hel ess, Elizabethtown objects to the DRA' s
characterization of Elizabethtown's filing and responses to
di scovery in this proceeding, indicating that Elizabethtown's
filing has conplied wwth the requirements of the Act and the
Board's orders concerning the inplenentation of the Act.
El i zabet ht own al so indicated that it has responded to al
tinmely propounded di scovery as soon as possible and conpl et ed
its discovery responses well in advance of the due date for
the DRA's testinony.

Di scussi on

The Board, having reviewed the subnm ssions and Staff
recommendat i on, HEREBY FINDS that extending the surrebuttal
filing from Septenber 7, 1999 to Septenber |4, 1999 is
reasonable and will provide the RDA and other intervenors
sufficient tinme to




review and evaluate the rebuttal testinonies of the four gas
di stribution conpanies. Accordingly, the Board HEREBY
APPROVES t he RDA notion extending the filing of surrebutta
testinmony to Septenber 14, 1999.

In Addition, the Board sets the follow ng hearings dates
for this proceedi ng: Septenber 13, 14, 16, 17, 27, 28 and 30;
October 1, 4, 5, 6, 7 & 8, 1999.

Furthernore, the Board HEREBY AUTHORI ZES t he Advi si ng
Deputy Attorney Ceneral to convene a prehearing conference to
establish the conduct of the hearings.
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